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escape. The militia arrived in a short time and
pursued, but in the darkness the men made
their escape. Their horses and equipment were
captured. " Their saddle-pockets were filled
with powder, halls, percussion-caps, bullet-
molds, horse-shoe nails. Everything about
their equipages indicated that they were rebel
bushwhackers or Confederate soldiers."

The news of this outrage reached Bloomfield
quickly. "The militia were called out, the
roads were patrolled and guarded in every
direction. Quite a number of strangers had
been seen during the day in different parts of
the county. Many believed that an attack was
contemplated the next day, the day of the
Presidential election.''

Arrests were made, and at one time there
were as many as thirteen men in jail. Two
United States detectives ''came along, and be-
ing arrested and confined with the prisoners
obtained much information of value ....
in regard to the future movements in contem-
plation by the bands of scoundrels who have
infested northern Missouri since the rebellion.
The prisoners were all sent to Missouri and
placed in the hands of the proper authorities.
Nine contraband horses, with their equip-
ments," were captured by the militia and sold.
The belief was very prevalent that "large num-
bers of rebels" were "quietly wintering in